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QUEENSTOWN COMMISSIONERS

Regular Meeting

January 28, 2015
PRESENT:
Commissioner John M. Bowell, Commissioner Thomas B. Willis, Jr. and Commissioner George L. Plumbo, Jr.; 
WORK SESSION CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:30 P.M.

Mr. Rick Tull, CPA with Lank, Johnson & Tull, was present to review the FYE 6/30/14 audited financials.  Mr. Tull stated the Town has a very strong balance sheet, which is Exhibit A in the financials.  Town is in a very strong financial position.
Mr. John Foster made several comments/observations related to the audit.  The Commissioners will take them into consideration..
REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:30 P.M.
Mr. Lennie Anthony, representing the fire department, was present to advise that they are very interested in memorializing Dr. Harry C. Rhodes.  Would like to see something within the community, not just a plaque.  Ideas include a pavilion, tree planting, etc. perhaps in a park area near the new wastewater treatment plant.

Mrs. Patricia Bowell stated she has had a concept plan in mind for years, and has called it “founder’s grove”, but it wouldn’t have to be called that.  It would be an area where people can plant trees in memory of someone.  She also suggested an education walkway as Dr. Rhodes was an educator.

President Willis stated that as the plant progresses, we will know how much area we will have available.  Perhaps form a citizens committee and raise private funds for it, as suggested by Commissioner Bowell.

Matt Reno is completely in support of it, and would enhance for other residents as well.  Suggested hiring a landscape architect to work on the open space, and could build it into a master plan to include perhaps a boardwalk, park, etc.  Things could be phased in.  Advised that the County has a Program Open Space Fund that we should be able to get money from.  He will provide contact information.

Mr. John Fitzgerald advised they would be glad to start the creation of a town bulletin board.  Commissioner Plumbo will head the committee and meet with the Fitzgerald’s to discuss further.

ATTORNEY UPDATES:
· Town has joined Mr. Waterman’s petition for judicial review of County Commissioners decision to rescind their predecessor’s approval of zoning waiver.
· During notice process for executive sessions, we found some deficiencies.  Ms. Booth and Clerk Amy Moore worked on it together and came up with a template for future executive sessions.
PUBLIC WORKS:
Lane Cole advised the following:
· New plant and Steamboat Village both moving along nicely.
· Pumps at Outlet Center pump station did not kick on.  Are now on manual.  Greg Smith working on prices to repair/replace.

PLANNING COMMISSION:

Mr. Phil Snyder  -
· Mr. and Mrs. Glass, owners of Bowlingly, approached the Commission for concept of using their property for a few weddings each year.  They will draw up a more formal plan and come back before the board.  A zoning ordinance text amendment may be needed if not permitted.
· Mr. Will Comegys submitted a plan for the demolition and rebuild of Ebb Tide.  Weill provide  a revised plan at their next meeting.

· Mr. Waterman advised of the lawsuit pending and also that an archeological survey had been done.

· There has been a discrepancy in how zoning permits have been handled.  Peter Johnston send Ms. Booth his recommendations.  Will discuss further at their next meeting.

FINANCE COMMITTE:
Ms. Patricia Bowell -
· Entering the budget season soon.  Reviewed the budget structure with Commissioners.
· Tower negotiations – 

· AT&T – in year one of their last 5 years in contract.  Looking at upgrading equipment.  Hold off until October/November to discuss terms, as there is plenty of time.

· Verizon – site is still on their board, but no further than that at this time.

· T-Mobile – contract expires in 6 months.  Terms going back and forth.  

· Osprey – believes AT&T responsible for mitigation to deter osprey nest next year.  Mr. and Mrs. Fitzgerald wanted to know what the problem is.  They are wonderful to watch and they enjoy them.  They walk through the area under the tower every day and have seen no evidence of problems.  Would like to see proof from the fire department that they have a problem.  Have fire department reps here to discuss their problem with the birds.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
GENERAL FUND BALANCE:
$183,617.35

UTILITY FUND BALANCE:
$529,233.97*

WWTP FUND BALANCE:

$    3,038.20
*- Includes reimbursement from MDE on WWTP project of $332,962.  This amount to be transferred to the WWTP fund.

MINUTES:

President Willis motioned to accept the December 10, 2014 minutes as written.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Plumbo.  Vote:  3-aye, 0-nay

President Willis motioned to accept the December 10, 2014 executive minutes as written.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Plumbo.  Vote:  3-aye, 0-nay

President Willis motioned to accept the January 6, 2015 special session minutes as written.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Plumbo.  Vote:  3-aye, 0-nay
President Willis motioned to accept the January 6, 2015 executive session minutes as written.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Plumbo.  Vote:  3-aye, 0-nay
CLERK:
Correspondence:

· Tax set off meeting with County Commissioners at 7:30 p.m. on March 24, 2015.
OLD BUSINESS: 
President Willis advised that he had spoken with John Nickerson of the QA County Health Dept. and was told that Queenstown will not get any individual well permits for shallow wells.  The only consideration given would be to agricultural properties of 5 acres or more.
Commissioner Bowell advised that he had asked the COG for support on the Waterman property zoning issue.  There is clear interest with other towns and a letter is being drafted to the County Commissioners by the COG president.

Commissioner Bowell motioned to appoint Pat Bowell with the task of assembling the Banner City Designation information required by MML.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Plumbo.  Vote:  3-aye, 0-nay

There being no further business, President Willis motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m. Motion seconded by Commissioner Bowell.  Vote:  3-aye, 0-nay  
Respectfully submitted,

Amy W. Moore, Town Clerk
