QUEENSTOWN COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 11, 2015

4:00 P. M.

ATTENDANCE:

President Thomas B. Willis, Jr., Commissioner J. Michael Bowell, John Foster, Lane Cole, Thomas Nelson, John Fitzgerald and Brynja Booth.

REGULAR MEETING:

President Willis motioned to open the meeting at 4:00 p.m.  Commissioner Bowell seconded.  Vote: Aye-2 Nay-0.

OPEN DISCUSSION:

John Fitzgerald informed he was waiting to hear from the sign company about the Town sign.  President Willis will call and get a price.

John Fitzgerald discussed the osprey that made a nest on the Town water tower last year.  We are known for the Town on the water.  Residents on Water Street think it is glorious.  There is an osprey next on Rt. 301 and State Highway Administration doesn’t care.  There is no evidence that branches fall on cars in the Queenstown Fire Company parking lot.  He does not agree to getting a permit to get rid of the osprey.  Town people put up with the fire company siren going off day and night.

Thomas Nelson, Chief of the Queenstown Volunteer Fire Company, informed in the past they have fought to have a net put up on the water tower to keep the bird off.  The net was taken off and not put back.  There are limbs that come down on cars and trucks.  They are up to 1 or 2 inch branches for the nest.  There is a safety issue for the people on the property.  Need to keep the nest as close to the water as possible.   


President Willis  stated they will take under advisement for the next step to make everyone happy.  There will be no discussion now and will wait for Commissioner Plumbo to discuss.  Commissioner Bowell said it is A T & T’s responsibility.
John Foster discussed his letter he sent to the Commissioners.  The Towns bookkeeping and accounting unacceptable.  Funds not separated.  Need to separate all charges and not bunched together.  There is no financial statement at the end of the year, only an audit.  Need to set up Quikbooks correctly with a monthly statement provided.  

President Willis stated that when Commissioner Plumbo comes back they will decide if an accountant is needed.
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ATTORNEY UPDATES:

Brynja Booth, Town Attorney, stated that she doesn’t disagree with John Foster.  We had flat rates, installed water meters, a new rate structure and a new accountant.  It needs to be set up right and the new accountant, Mr. Tull, said we will have monthly statements.  Get Brynja a copy of a bill to see how it is broken down.  Need to keep monthly billing to keep in compliance.  Commissioner Bowell said we are running behind.
Brynja would like a closed session after the meeting.

COMMTTEES:

PUBLIC WORKS:

Lane Cole informed the new sewer plant is moving along.

PLANNING:

Nothing to report.

FINANCE:

Nothing to report.

ASSISTANT TOWN CLERK:

TREASURERS/FINANCE REPORT:


General Fund:


Ending Balance




$187,524.86


Utility Fund:


Ending Balance




$307,560.36






Includes reimbursement from MDE on well project









($126,480)


WWTP






$335,995.20






Includes reimbursement from MDE









($332,962)

No minutes

CORRESPONDENCE:

1. The MML Convention in Ocean City from June 28, 2015 to July 1, 2015 reservations have been made at the Princess Royale for Amy, President Willis and Commissioner Plumbo.

2. A Town citizen has complained about junk and tires at the Getty Station.  The Commissioners will take into consideration.
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3. On Friday, February 13, 2015 at 7:00 p.m., the Queen Anne’s County Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #108 will host the annual Queen Anne’s County Fallen Hero’s Memorial Service at the Saint Christopher’s Catholic Church, 1861 Harbor Drive, Chester, Maryland.  You are cordially invited to attend this special memorial ceremony.

Bills to be paid as approved.

There being no further business, President Willis motioned to adjourn the open meeting at 4:54 p.m. and to convene a closed session to obtain legal advice from the Town Attorney.  Commissioner Bowell seconded.  Vote: Aye-2 Nay-0.

There were no decisions made in Closed Session.

At the conclusion of the closed session, the Commissioners convened in open session at 5:21 p.m.  Commissioner Willis made a motion to instruct the Town Attorney to file any necessary pleadings to participate in the declaratory judgment action filed by the Waterman Family Limited Partnership and to align the Town’s interest with the Plaintiff.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bowell.  Vote: Aye-2 Nay-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Shirlee L. Callahan

Assistant Town Clerk   

