Planning Commission Minutes
April 1 2015
Queenstown, Maryland 21658
The Vice Chairman, Hogie Schuster, opened the meeting at 7:00 PM in the Town Office meeting room.  In addition to the Vice Chairman, Chairman Phil Snyder and members Al Hardie, and Don Regenhardt were present.  Guests included Commissioners Bowell and Willis, Mr. Peter Johnston, Town Planner, Mr. Bob Rauch, Town Engineer, and Mr. Lane Cole, Director of Public Works. 
New Business 
1. Town Park at the Wastwater Treatment Plant Site:  Mr. Rauch presented a concept drawing for a Town Park at the Waste Water Treatment Plan (WWTP) site.  The intent is to use the drawing in supporting grant requests.  The boat launching area was discussed and the issue of parking vehicles and boat trailers was raised.
Mr. Hardie suggested that some of the required mitigation planning might be possible on the Queenstown Harbor (QTH) property and volunteered to introduce this idea at the next QTH Homeowners Association meeting.
Mr. Rauch discussed the need for letters of support for the grants signed by appropriate elected officials.

A lengthy discussion of the boat launching ramp at the WWTP site followed, including whether it should be retained and if retained whether it should be restricted to town residents only.  Mr. Hardie expressed his view that the ramp should be retained in some form due to Queenstown’s history as a waterfront town and the limited waterfront access available to town residents.  He added his view that the issue should be put to a town vote.  Mr. Regenhardt suggested that the issue should be the subject of some form of Town discussion.
2. Guests, Visitors, and Public Comment:  Commissioner Bowell stated that the WWTP work is on schedule.
3. Zoning Certificates:  Mr. Johnston reviewed his meeting with the Town Staff (Town Clerks) regarding the Zoning Certificates described in the Town’s Zoning Ordinance.  He recommended that the Planning Commission delegate some Zoning Certificate issuing responsibilities to the Town Staff including certificates for Accessory Buildings, Single Family Dwellings and additions thereto.  He added that the staff should be able to handle Steamboat Village Zoning Certificates as well since the Site Plan approval process has clearly defined the requirements and restrictions for buildings in the development.
He added that in all other cases Zoning Certificate requests should be provided to the Town Office for distribution to Planning Commission members ten days in advance of the next meeting.  Mr. Johnston further suggested that the Chairman should have the option to waive the ten day requirement if prudent.  He also stipulated that all Zoning Certificates related to property in the Critical Area must come to the Planning Commission.

Mr. Regenhardt offered the motion “that the Planning Commission agrees to delegate Zoning Certificate approval authority to the Town Staff as proposed by the Town Planner with the condition that any Certificate request that impacts the Critical Area be referred to the Planning Commission.”  The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.
It was further agreed that Mr. Regenhardt contact the Town Attorney to determine the mechanism for implementing this delegation of responsibility to the Town Staff.

4.  Other Business:  Mr. Regenhardt advised the members that Mr. Kevin Wagner, the State official handling the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), has distributed information regarding NFIP training and took an action to coordinate with the Town Attorney regarding promulgation of information to town residents.
A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved by unanimous vote.

Don Regenhardt

Acting Secretary 
